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Sudden Death. 


'Ocxaſion'd by the late frequent 
Inſtances of it, both in Ci TY 


8 and CounTRY. 
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at coming ſuddenly, be fin . ere 
Mark Wy. 36. | 
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Here ſi ſcires unum tua tempora Menſem, 
Rides cum non ſic forſitan una Die. 
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RED on nual Bills for the Years 1718, 1719. 
have under the Articles of Apoplexy, and 
ſudden Deaths, added together 400 and & 
Caſualries G I. ſo that throwing out the E 


cutions, and what elſe may be reaſonably e 
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cepted, the Number of fad Deaths may + 
be allowed to be near a THouſand, within the 
Bills of Mortality only. But if it be obriſtder d, 
how oſteri the Death is ſudden; and yet neuer 
ſet don under 7 
ſuch Article as the Symptoms refer it to, W 
have reaſon to" Gonclude the Number much 
greater, 16-is Rundty ever put down fh 
Death, but when they dont know what elſa 
* otherwiſe," für the", 
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Denomination, tho it 5 never {0 ſudden: 

9 1 95 25 * this: . 
Reaſon, Het. down finder Cholet Ki : 
Cc, whoſe Deaths were yet den, : A ; 
| uch. the oper Subject of my WR . 


een * 


eaths, be what they will. 
But to leave the Bills of Mortality, there is 
hardly a Corner of the Nation but has afforddcd 
ſome Inſtances of Sudden Death. Publick ac- 
counts have abounded witli them; beſides, vaſt 
Numbers that never come there. This was the 
Occaſiqn of theſe Remarks together with, niy = 
Apprehenſions of Becoming an Inftance of it 
my (elf. I was willing to take a View of —.— 

I have thought ſometimes not a great Way of; 
ang it appears to me accordingto the following 
Ohſervations, __ I N 8 f n_ be of * 
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$ 1, There is is A Aude berwöan Afudden 
Death; and a ſurpri Sing one. A Man may dic 
ſuddenly;who is not ſurprized, becauſe the 
Thing was not ut lun oe of, butithe Matter 
frequent Me — ſurpris d, becauſe it 
w not => Anti but what he had; his Eye 
upon, and expected; twas what he had teaited 
for, and was no ſooner ſtruck with, but he 
could liſt up his Eyes, with the good Old Patri- 
arch, and ſay, I haue auen fan thy Salvation 
Oord. Again, not ſurpris d, becauſe not an- 
Prepared, He. was not Ehr cuil Ser unt wh - 
Prepared not himself. 3 Deach — 
20 pra 
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pray N is not to be underſtood in the Senſe 
| _ vfiQuoknmeſiand Diſparch when thie Tirye is 
"1 * come; but of farprize, in in unſafe State, an 
5 unſuitable Frame of 19775 and Poſture of: _— 
A fairs. (0 en a 3 
1 here Aaaiſo ddbüe Sen the Word 
9 furpriſe; made uſe of in this Subject. To fi- 


priſe, ſignifies either to ſfartle and alarm, or to 
revent,. and cut ſhort a Work wuufmiſhed. 


nette Senſe \ob artle rand alarm the beſt 
Man in the Worid may be ſariſed by ſiulen 
Vreut h. I by:aiSpirit of Prophecy, Iywate 
able to point out tha beſt Chriſtian in the 
Company, and tell him, from God, o ir, un 

hall Die before you Jes another Hard, ur 

get home to iour It might well /arpriſe 
in tlie Sende of feartle and d/erm, but notras 
iiignifies/akmg unprepared, on tlie prevention 
of any thin ellary-to:the miturvanc: (b) 
the Bleſſel Death of ane, who is habitually 
and actually ready. 1171 bo ac 11 
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8 2. . of den Deaths: 
We cal it auen if a Man be taken ill one 
Day, and Dead the next ; more ſo, if he be 
taken one Hour and Dead the next; more /ad- 
dx ſtill, if gonc in a Minute, before ht can 
1 err v en 
„ (33. 0f 1313-4 44 

Th 83. 8 
Se are Acrialental, as by a Tyle from an 
a Fall, a Blow, Cc. Thoſt who.periſtid 
whe Ruins of the Houſes: that have fallen 
don of late; (Thoſe who: have been lately 
Nang by Lightnings, of which there has 
à great Number, hoth\ in Foreign Parts 
hr; at home; Thoſe whothavefallen of their 
Horſes, and been taken up Dead, or expired 
in a little time; are of this Sort. The fame 
may be faid of ſuch who have periſhed in the 


Flames and Ruins of their. Hauſes, where the 


Fire made ſuch haſte to devour, as moſt unex- 
 pectedlyt@ Intercept the poor Creatures in their 
- unhappy Endeavours to fave fo En- 
_ &aveurs, which every one in the like Confu- 
fon, is ready to imagine there is room for. 
Remember Bots Wife, is a'memento, we are 
'not always capable of profiting by. If it Cures 

us of hankering after the Stuff of this World, 
Da 2 prevent being overtaken with Eternal 
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ting them together, in the ſame Petition, from 
Baile, * — and ſudden Death, c. 
Some we may call natural ſudden Deaths. It we 
may be allowed to do fo, becauſe, proceeding 
more imimediatcly from ſome natural Cauſe; 
whether known or not. As in the Caſt f 
oplextes, or any other ſuuden ſtroaks. He 
— miſtakes the Phial, and ſwallows Poyſon 
inſtaad of a Cordial, Dies as nutural a Death, 
a8 he does, who receives his Death from a lit 
tle Stream of Air thro a ſmall Crevice; in his 
Neck; he catches Cold, it becomes a Fever; 
he dies; as naturuliy as another, who dies by 
tlie diſruption of any Blood Veſſel, or ſuduen 
fibppage in any of thoſe ſine Channels of Life. 
If the Blood ſtagnates and will not Circulate at 
all, or if it whirls round too faſt, what ſignifics 
it, whether the Cauſe of theſe killing Extremes 
be from within or from without us? But if 
Cuſtom will have that only to be natural 
Death, whoſe Riſe and oy ne wann 
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Sudden Deich b notruf x Jug 
neut from Bod, nor token of God's diſplea- 
uc. Tbhinb hut that they are greater Sinners 
than of hers; is the Divine: — The very 
ſudden Death of ſome god Men ſhows that 
we maſtnoi meaſure Uh urn Hut red by theſe 
1 but are „ before 1 by mcer external 
idences. % This is adecoitful Beam at 
4 'which Wr are very prone tc weigh! Men 
4 and Things) But hereby Bod gives us a plain 
Hund ſenſible Proof of the Frith of Mar Serip- 
ture; iat I nhings, of dis ſdrt, Come ale 
NK 1 A e 3nd: Thune im une event i the 
13 And to the wiched> The beſt Rule 
* to form o Judgement as to- this Point, is, 
übe manner of Men r ape _ _ 
cat 09 21511” 10 0 15 erb 
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„ehe ſuddenneſs of Mibns: departure, [rabne; 
ais nt mark from Heben upon them. 
No more than it will be upon thoſe Saints, 
who ſhall be alive at the coming of Chriſt, to 
be ſuducbly changed, in the twinkling of an 
Eye and caught up to meet the Lord in the Air. 
That is not to be 2 a bad Death, which 
is preceeded by a good Life; tis what follows, 
Death makes it ſo. For them that muſt L Die, 
the concern is not o much How they g ous 
of the World, — * 20 
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pleaſure. The Crim generally, ſhow 
it to be ſo. Wi udgement. upon Ana 
nis and his Wife, 10 da 72 with a lie 
in their Mouths. It was a Judgement upon 
Herods pride of Heart, to die ſo \ſuggenty and 
miſerably... When be was fancying himſelf 
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by the meaneſt Creatures. It was a 72 
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left dates which We aw no end. K. 
ſides the many who haye' Eien down dead in 
our Streets. - Some Were foHhju dead ift the 
Merning who wetit to Bed Wel eger. Night ; 
and ſorne f chem had Vit julft Bi@ g Nr, 
_ 16 their Bedfellows; and turned to ſleep their 
laſt. Some hive r 
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5 0 IIA 
43 Eurre num; tibi ſemprr af fog OG 
hy e * © "Mars, 906. 5575 5118 
Hibo 10 ö 10 % T7 D AN (£ } | 
Some have dyed Li gore Roni Bi 
change: The Baily has beer Arreſted by Duh 
juſt after le had done his Office upꝰh hib Pri 
ſoner; The One was thrown into Priſon, the 
other into-the* Grave. There have been In- 
ſtances of ſudden dying, While paying a Viſit 
firing in 4 Chair; ftumbling at "Threſhold; - 
coming out ofa Room; at a Table, one with 
2 Glafsof Wine in his Hand juſt going to drink, 
ank. While SS Man at a = 
3 torr 1 a | 


is OBSERVATIONS. 


Drafts, at the Coffec Houſe ;,, at. Ghurchs and 
other Places of reſort... _ 
2 It has carryed off Children Ar young = 
middle Age and old Men. The fond Parent 
days, & 1, aid but turn my back aud the Child 
. was dead.” - b left it well, (ſays another,) 
but an Hour, before.” (n) Diſeaſes and Dearth 
dare ſecretly lurking for us every where. It is in 
nr Boſoms, in our Bowels; in every thing we 
„Tate, in every ihing we enjoy. Slecping or 
Waking, abroad or at home, at the, Table, in 
Church; in Company or alone; in the 
Street or the Cloſet. The greater wonder is, 
that it is no more frequent and common, if 
e conſider but three or four Things. 

(1) If we conſider, to what our; Laſt is com 
pure in Scripture. Is it a wonder that Ae, 
 weſpilt upon the > ow that the M ind paſſes 
away? that the /apour-is ſcattered, and the 
Bubble broke? that the Shadow. flees away, 
and the Flower of the Graſß is withered 
and cut down! Nor if we conſider, | 
62) The make and frame of our Bodies, 
the Materials of which they conſiſt, and the 
manner of their Compoſition. Do we not 
qyvell in Houſes of Clay, whoſe foundation is 
in the Duſt, cruſbed ſooner than. a Moth? The 
| Stuff is mean and baſe, that our vile Bodies are 
made of; the manner of putting together is 
1 8 de are fearfully and wonderfully 
0 (o) As when we look upon a piece of 
Workmandvp when LON brittle 3 are 


r . 


77 2 K. 4. = | & 9 Ps. 139. ta. 
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Ancly- put together, we hold it tenderly, we 
are e, leaſt it fall to pieces, and —— 
it does not do ſo, even while we are ſurveying 
. D. T dread that Power, who can ſo 
_ ©*/ eahily; ſo „ | take me aſunder, as 

ce thou didſt put me together]! I am fo WOrs 
« derfully made, as that I may be her 
4 five of it every where, and ready bor r r al 
Times“! So many fine and — 
Parts! ſo many Chanells and Conveyances? 
So many Threads, Strings, — Veins, 
Arteries, Nerves, Sinews, Ligaments, Ten- 
dons; with their proper Inſertions, Poſiti- 
ons, preciſe Motions, and Powers! ſo many 
nice Secretions of Fluids, Juices and Humours! 
and ſuch continued neceſſary Play of the En- 
gine in its minuteſt Parts, and flow . — 
Spirits; the ſtopping, cracking, burſting, or 
Intangling of any of theſe, may be Halden | 
Death! what a wonder is Health and Life, to 
which the harmony of all theſe is ſo neceſſary? 

what a wonder indeed! not that this Machine 
ſhould be out of Order, 3 be ſpoiled, but 
rather, that an Inſtrument of ſo many Thou- 
ſuand Strings ſhould be ſo long kept in Tune! 
thro all A ſhocks and blows and violences; 
thro! all the changes of Heat and Cold, Wet 
and Dry why ſhould we wonder at any ones 
ſudaen Death? Tis Ig once 
whehia Venice Glaſs that had been kept wir 
care for ſometime is broke upon a fall; s 
Madneſs to depend upon the Life and Health 

n ee Day, and Hour, à Mi- 
re D 2 . 
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_  nute;, andtoGppoſethc Sickneſs and Death of 
TW inthe Body. can be far off. Eſpecially if we add, 


s) In the third Face, rhe Accidento which 


the fine 1 
without, -Tuon: yore: Eyes from the niceneſs 
of our Frame and Com 
— — It would be end- 


are, ly able (to from 
poſition, to the infinite 


enumerate. L ought always to carry my 
— my Hand, a the Phraſe is 3 that is, to 
he ready, to give it up. when ever it is called 
for, and to ſuppoſe, when I g out, that Iſhall 
not teturn alive. à fall, a Tile, a bruiſe, a ſtone, 


ma do my Buſmeſs. Its too great a venture 


to go abroad with à Soul not ſit for God. This 
is the Art of walking Londen. Streets, conſide- 
ring how many Houſes have fallen lately, and 
hem many more are feared. But you ll retreat 
1960 the Country 


i Fhere they Il tel you, how 


2 CT: 


many have been killed ſuadenty by Lightning. 
Some at the Plough, ſome in the Ficld, in their 


Ganclen, in their Beds. Beſides, with remote 
and ſmall Accidents have been Mortal? Hardly: 
any Thing in nature ſo ſmall, but is able to 
conecal Death and Diſeaſe under it. Anacreons 
grape Stone did his buſineſs as offrctually as a 
Thunderbolt. Fabius the Namau Senator was 
choaked with a ſingle Hair in a draught of 
Mills Pose Alexander by a Hie that flew ac- 
— Cillehtally.intochis: Month. Hurdiamut dropt 
don Dead in the midſt of-a Dance [Theſe 
ag old Inflnses hatdly ever forgot uon this 
Sabiect There are: FPhouſands oß the like na- 
tut ot e eee 3 — 


t 
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are not of Name and Note enough, to b 
the manner of their Death: recorded. From 
the Hiſtory of ſudden Death; this part of the 
Subj ect might be farther illuſtrated. In ſhort, 
all this Inforces the Admonition of the wiſe 
Manz boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, for thou 
knoweft not what a Day may bring fürth. 
Nay, it appears from theſe ſurpriſes, that thou 
knoweſt not what a Meal, a Mouthful, a 
Draught, a Step; a Moment, may bring forth: 
And — it is a Serceleſs, as well a8 2 
Graceleſs Thing, in a time of the beſt Health of 
Body in the World, to pole Sickneſs and 
Death to be a great way off. A 
(4) I ſhalb but juſt mention in thi laſt Place 
the Diſeaſes and Diſtempers the Body is liable 
to, from within. And I need but mention this, 
becauſe, few of them carry with them ſudden 
eath, but do moſt of them take ſome Time, 
more or leſs, to do their Execution! Apo- 
plexies and Convulſions, are indeed of quick 
Diſpatch. Some Fevers too have burnt down the 
Tabernacle almoſt in as little Time as a Fixe: 
would take, to burn down a Houſe; and may 
be conſider d among the degrees of ſuddenneſs. 
What Man can enfure lite for a Day, when 
there are ſo many ways of attack; fo: many) . 
ſhapes under æuhich Death may enter > Is there 
an Sence in putting off the Thoughts of ano 
ther World, becauſe I am well at preſent? Is 
it not a much better Condition to be able tao 
think of it as near, without diſturbance or un- / 
eaſineſa, wy geuing into . 


irn 


pong 
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26'to) Gout. and as to Affaire, as to be able to 
ay with your ſelf, — Well! now tet 
<1 Sickneſs and Death come when they will, I 
<"thank God I am ready ſor them. I have no- 
Athing to do but to wait C —— to Compoſe 
u Body to fall decently; and riſe glori- 
«ouſly; and my Mind to reſis gne chearfully 
and willingly.” In the mean Time, I will 
enjoy my ſelf I will enjoy my God, my 
Friend, and my Comforts of Life, and that 
with ſo much the greater Pleaſure, and ſwec- 
ter reliſh, than others can do, in as much, 
</43 it is Without the fears Dots; or the 


2 Vi, of Damnation.” ere Ts 
: — 5 Lt 41 100 Her 1 | 

G9. T he fats Dea of o wicked Max 
* a miſerable m_— * _— 


IT * EXT E1 9 F n . 4 


net let a Wickel Man die a tie will, * 
whether b. ya lingring or ſudden Death, he is 
miſcrable. And yet there is ſomething i in the 
ſudden Deut of a wicked Man, that it adds 
fk more to the miſery of his Caſe: For a Man 
to be ſnatchd away in his Sins, to be clap't 
fiddentyto the Bar of God, recking from his 
Luſts, and ruffled with Vanity; an Enemy to 

Godby wicked Works and a carnal Mind! 
Dreivlhg of a long life, at leaſt depending 

upon a Death-bed Opportunity! At once to be 
cut down for tlie Fire . Such a- fall is lower 
than the Grave a fudden Death and faden 
Damnation! Lord! what ſurpriſe! what Con- 


* ty is not for N Words of mine to de. 
ſcribe 


ah 2 8 : L 4 — * a” * | 
on Jud, EATH. 23 


Kribe ſuch a Caſe. Jon: the Words of God 
himſelf be; heard, They. ſpend their Days in 
, aud in 3 down-to the Grave, 
how oft us the Candle of The Wicked put out (p) 
Moment all - they die. he. Zope 
4 be troubled at midnight; and the mighty 
are taken away without Hlavds <q): They ere 
driven. fromthe. Light into Dorhuſs, and 
chaſed out of the: World, fort he unge are dri. 
ven ny n their. wit $,\ but the-rightt- 
ous haue hope in their Death (7) be that Gr. 
1 often reproued, hargens his Nect, hall 
[uddenty be deſtroyed and that without remedy. 
(s) Man, alſo —_ not his. time but. as 
£;/bes are taken in an evil Net, and Birds are 
e, ing Snare, ſo are the Sons of. Men ſ114- 
ed in an evil time, when it cometh ſuddenty 
them (t Her the Lord of that Servant 
- robe in a Day that: he laoked not for 
him, and in an Hqur that he is nut auurg gi 
45 Hall cut him aſimder, and appoint him 
Fortiam with HMpogrites, there Tal. be, 
gare weilmng andggnaſhing of Teeth ay 


71 17 
i 11 


| 5 10 10. There are ſome Diſaduantages _ 

to good Men themſelves in a ſudden Death, 
but then the Advantages ſeem to 1. at Pre- 
Ent, * be more conſiderable. 1 Ck abt 


957 * , E 1 — 
0 21, 1 Aa 4 
W 75 1 4 2H. 0 
'(r) Pro. 29. 1. | | | 

4 Eccles. 9. 12. 4 24 

2 . 


4 OBSERPFATIONS 


There may be ſome Diſadvantages in the 
Caſr to a good Perſon. neither Soul nor Houſe 
may be in ſo good Order, as one could wiſh. 
He was a very good Man who cryed out, ſpare 
in that I may retouer ftrength,- before I go 
ene and bens more. ame, hence where to 
e under any Ji 2 
although my Hoof not ſo wit 
Ga. r 
Eee, eee — — 
— n — 
ready for urney. . looks fo 
much like ſnarching ws from one World to 
another, as may give a good Man ſome diſor- 
der. a fad nger the it 1 
us into the next Room, gives A enſi 
muck more if into another Country; "another 
Kingdom, tho to u great Eſtate, I hings may 
be leſt in forme Confuſion . Juſt — 
paid; Children unprovided for; State . 
fairs unknown to Survivors; There might 
80 pon the fick' Bed. | 


God = Religion, and expreſſing our Faith 
and Hope in another World; -exhorting our 
Friends and Families with our dying Breath; 
all this is prevented; which has been of great 
uſe to many, and made great Impreſſions at 
ſuch a Time as that, — a Man is hovering 
between both Worlds, and joins the Experi- 
ence of the * of one World, with the 
18 Froſ⸗ 

= 1 POO — ALES — ak — 
(») 2. Sam. 23. 5, 1 Sl 
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Proſpect of the Glorys of another, it gives a 
miglity weight to What he ſays, to his Family 
— —— Which is loſt. 5 01 non 
| Theſe are Diſadvantages of a fadderDyath 
ene incthe Caſe of aigood: Man. But hen Tt . 
muſt be Obſerved, that theſe Difadvantages 
may be in a great Menſure preventett Land 
ouglit ro be 10, as far as τ have lit ni our 
Fower; and the different Circumſtance" of AF 
fairs will allow. What we can ſettle; provide 
for, and put in Order, ought to be ſo; and 
hat Men cannot; which the Nature and Cir- 
cumſtance of the Thing, will not admit of, 
we muſt leave to God, as a good Man may, 
and will, and then conſider the Advantages, 
Whether they be not greater; and do not 
prove that to be at all Times true, Bieſſed is 
chat Servint, whan his Lord, (whenſoever,) 
he cometh" ſhall find ſo doing. When a Man is 
habitually. Prepared, and actually ready; fafe 
State, and in a good Frame; has followed 
the Buſineſs, or enjoyed the Pleaſures of life, 
in a conſtant expectation of meeting Deati x 
any where, knowing that it lurked for him 1 
every where; Such a Man by a /udden [/ i 
Death lips out of the World, as a Man || 
, vould chooſe ſometimes to do out of a 
great cbeal of Company, without making 'a 
buſtle about taking leave with a geruesfef 
_ © ttoubleſome Ceremony: at parting. This is 
to be: furpriſed into happinets, and more like 
0 A Tranſlation than a Diſſolution.“ For it is 
bo. be conſidered that, | | 
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the Life of Man, as Men 


ſome other 
me to believe all that God ſays, and Practice 
all he Commands; this is indeed neceſſary; 
but it is * for me to be able to 


5 ple E God's Time, and manner; let it be 


when; and how it will. This is indeed com- 
mon to all ſorts of Dying, And it is ſome 


Help towards our Submiſſion to any kind of 
Deuib, and conſequently; to this of i ſudden 
Dru tf which is what People are commonly 
moſt afraid of, chat it us Gods Time. Not to med. 
dle with the agitated Queſtion about the Period 


of a Mans Life, Whether fixed or moveable; 


The Scripture teaches us to / ſay, in the general, 
that, die las determined the Times before ap 
fopted; and that Mans Days are — 


una tht the Number f his Months are with 


"the: Lari (x) that. a Sparrow docs nut fly down 
to tabe up his Meat teurhamt our Father, much 


leß 2 Sou fly up to Heaven. That the Hairs 
of aim Head are number d, and not one Falls 


 Fo:the\Ground without him, much leſs a Body 


of a good Man into the Grave. Doubtleſs he 


Has an Hand in ordering all theſe Things. And 


pet the ſame Scriptures aſcribe to God the 
Power of prolonging Life or cutting it ſhort. 
And derive from thence motives of Duty and 


Obedience, and do enforce the regard due to 
the ſupreme Governour, from the Conſidera- 


tion of his Power to 2 or ſhorten 
e Or diſ- 
pleaſe God. It is neceſſary in this, and 
Queſtions of great Difficuly, for 


lee 


1755 3 26. ** 17. : ; 
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| Tile, oma Sword, I can give no reaſon ? 


* DEATH) 7. - 


folve * Difficulties-that. may attend the 
Eaſe; no, nor to puzle my, ſelf about them. 
And wherever I ſee Damnation or Salvation 
made to depend upon hat the great God has 
never ſuſpended either ꝑpon/ I always conelude 
ſomcthing elſe is in the Deſign than) to fright 
Men to Heaven. If there be upom Earth a 
proper Way to render the moſt ſacred Truth 
+: — tis by ſupporting it with un · 
grounded Threats, to Terrißß People into a 
5 Belief oft. But to return, DA. 
(2) Again, for a good Man to die, is Gaim, 5 


let it be where and when and how it will. No : 


manner of dying can rebate any Thing of that 


conſolation, that for me to liue is Cris aud to I 


dis is gain. If Chrilt's Spirit be the principle 


of Life,” H his Word be the Rule, his Life the 


Pattern of my Life, and his Death my Truſt, 
and his Glory my end; If my Sins are par- 
doned, my Soul ſanctified, God reconciled, | 
and — ſecured; ſo that whether preſent | 
ar abſent ; I am the Lordo: to die i gain, 


whether it be ſuddenty, or in a more ling ting 
manner, in full Peace, or ſlain in Battles in 


4 Bed — a Scaffold; by. a private Niſtem- 


per, or a publick Calamity; Famine, Þ 


lence, Lightning, or by evil Spirits Fer vmhyĩů 
an evil Spirit may net ſometime be cm- 
miſſioned to Kill a good Man, as WSICaS 5 


6) Further,” it has been well Ohſerxed, chat 
10 laden Death, Satan has no Opportunity | 


- to diſturb with his 2. fe LE That “ He 18 


a. a +14 0k a bs, lg . 41 62 "Th | * 1 2 
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e ſaually moſt impetuous when we' hate leaſt 
<«< Fower to reſiſt him. When Fleſh and Heart 
e fails, and the whole Man languiſhes upon a 
0 kick Bed, he makes'dfeadful Aſſaults upon 
many à one. ) Tempting them to di- 
4 ſtruſt God. Endeavouring to darken all 
* their Lights and Raviſh their Comforts'from 
4 them. To diſquiet their Mind, Satan cums 
«© down'having peat rage, berauſe he "knows 
. Nine is but ſhort; and tho! he cannot 
& make Death fatal he endeavours to make 
it uncomfortable, and terrible to the Soul.” 
A Time of Sickneſs is an Hour of Temptation, 
wherein Satan 12 — laue . vba e ma 10 
Mn us af Wheat” x ont 
op This vain W SA has ©o!Tinabbe comic 
in Witlr irs Allurements, Which many Times 
make the Soul unv / illing to be gone, and it 
has been a great Trouble tothe Servants of God 
that the Wörld ſhould haunt them even on a 
fehr Bel! 1811 Ot 201 RH 
e The parting Surroruis of Friends: nd 
Relations are hereby prevemed, they have been 
known toladd a deal of Agony and Anguiſn to 
4 Mgting Diſcaſe. We find St. Paul tom. 
2 ſenſibly of the immoderate Sor- 
ws of his Friends, than of all the malice 
</6f his Enemies When he was aſſured that 
4 Bonds and Impriſoment did every where 
« abide him, he could ſay,” none «of» theſe 
| 8 . n 2 tor ent of = 
A ogg 44 Aw W Di 
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Ip en eren cn fade Dh of . Shewoll, 


< Diſcip les broke his Heart, what mean you 19 
 <-000ep 07 break: my Heart.” (2) He could 
better endure the fhedding his own Blood than, 


tho pouring out of! their Tears. (2) Taking 
leave of Friends is unpleaſant Work at all 


Times, but dying \farwels are very cutting. 
Farwell dear Husband —— farwell, til] we. 
meet in the Inviſible World, my. dear I ie. 
and jou my Children — I die — but, the. 
Ton will furdy viſit. — This. opens all the 
Sluices of tenderneis. A ſudden Death pre- 
verits. theſe killing formaliti es of Separation, uns 


der which, thoſe thar are left behind do ſcarce 
ſurvive. A Chriſtian meets his Heavenly Father 


vithout the me of parting with his earthly: 
Relations: +/+ +: 

(6) The pe af a Uingring Sickneſs are 
beteby prevented. The lan guiſhing Faintings, 
Qualms, torturing Pains, Reſtleſsneſs, from 


to Erening and from Evening to 
Morning g. Loncly, ſhut up, pining, aban- 


don d of the World, Men oſtenly. The Nauſea! 


of Phyſic, and the many afflictive Methods 
dictated by Hope and Deſpair, equally trying as 
anthe- 


the Diſtempers, and ſomerimes 
Diſeaſe it ſelf. The Drenchings, . Cuttings,: 


Burning, Bliſtering, which make it eaſſer to 


die than to be hcaled! The Beauty and Strength 


cult of the Mind are often lwpaire.” Dat 
ken'dand, Obſtructed. The < Judgment kbar 
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de Body conſumes like a Moth.” The Fa- 
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che Spirkes broken, the Soul is held cloſe to a 
continml and ſad Meditation upon the miſery 
of its-own Caſt; ' which makes a Man pine 
away in the bitterneſs of his Soul from Mor- 
ning to Evening. In the Morning would God 
i Were E . in the Evening would" God 
; he will cut me off "with 
om een till Night will 
of me. Like a Crane or a St 


tw jo ber nd me Jad mourn as a Dove. 


Mitte Eyes fait” with looking: 
am op 


ard. Oh Lord 
, | undertake for nie, If. 38. He 
darts up 4 Prayer one Minute, but fetcheth a lon- 
ger groan the next. The tiring out ones Friends 
aud wearing away their Patience as well as 
our own. (5) The ſolemn approaches of 
Death, and the Formalities that attend the Ap- 
prehenſion, put more Deaths than one into the 
Dale. Mithout the Ceremonies and Circum- 


fines wirk which Death is ſet out, the I hing 
it ff had ne been ſo formidable to many; 
but che eres of Mothers, Wives and Children; 
3 N n n e 


x 28 1 $4 C173 © 9 [ Heup . C47 ; their 
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neſs ri! TT E 27 > Continuance it has been 
N is obſerved that Fb. at firſt could f, Ble/- 
Lard, ——— away his Comforts, . 25 
ubles were | nirefed and 
y; his Soul 1 

A his Birth. e yyhen firſt vii 
ae — Pat open accomp lie oo pur 
ve been'far otherbiſe. Exirertity 


have 
to-live de er 150 are e with 


on their Bed, and the multitude of 7; Bones with ſtrong 
Bread aud their Soul dainty Meat; 


#6 — — 
heir Fleſh is conſumed away that t ramoi be er. ee r Bone, 


e 


n were not ſel, _ 012." Job. 12 
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their loye to; cke Family by endeayouring to 
break your Heart; and with ęgręat civility in- 
fuſe. additional bitterneſs into the Cup. Theſe 
d qubie the ſorrows, and add ſmars-togyery - 
Pang: The Attendants are pale, and blubbe- 
Ling, the dark Room, the Tapers, the Phy} 
Kians, the Looks, a the Whiſpers! == this is 
all ghaſtlincſꝭ and horror let a Man dic in 
—— or an-Hour, and all this is ꝓreven 
ted. Which has nothing to do with: dying. 
Idiot belongs to that wretched: Ræmunt of Lite, 
arlingring ſickneſ No Martyrdoms, no EN 
cations,, are to e compared with the Tortures 
of long lying under ſome Diſt 3\lndecd 
when the great God, Who has, a right to make 
F : what uſe of ys;he pleaſes, deſigns to ſet forth 
n Hxample of Patience and long ſuffering, it 
maſt be dubmitted to, and we muſt be glad if 
we can glorify God any way. As the Excel- 
lent Doctor A. Rover, who lay a long Time 
under the moſt grievous Diſtemper, the Miſe- 
rere mei Domine, and ſcemed to have been qua. 
lified;by Grace, and ſet up by Providence, as 
a Pattern of bearing with Chearfulneſs and 
Reſignation, What one trembles to think of- 
when many Perſons were endeavouring to viſit 
him, and enter his Chamber, and his Friends 
were ready to think it a diſturbance to him, 
Let all aue (ſay 5 ole). and ſee ne din, and 
learn of me hoi t die. 
Upon the whole, Ba is a ſort of painful 15 
Operation, i in order to perfect Health — and Cure, 
Now if a nee Mt AU, to " . 
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off, and it muſt be done, the quicket che bei. 
ter. Every Body prays for the Advantage of 
a quick Diſpatch in ſueh a Caſe.» The Cine 
tion of Soul and Body is a great Operation, and 
hen it muſt be performed, next to the happy 
Conſequences of dying well, nothing ſeems 
mote deſtrable than ſueh a. way of d yitig as 
may ſave from all theſe Miſeries, and give an 
eaſy acceis to all the Biene of thoſe-who 
4 in ne Lord. Arx. Gon 26H d. 

Mr. Bayl ſpeaking of the ſudden Death 
1 Gregorius Halla, while his Auditors were 
Waiting at the uſnal Hour for a Lecture upon 
the 7 the Tuſculam Queſtions of Cicero, ſays, that 
ve muſt not look Death: with 
the views of a Chtiſtian to count it any felicity, 
but with the Eyes of Auguſtus; an happy Death 
according to that Emperor, wus ſuch an one, 
as was not preceded by any Pains and Siek- 
neſs, ſuch he wiſhed for himſelf and for all his. 
This is a ſtrange way of Talking. As if the 
looking upon fudden Death with the Eyes of 
Auguſtus; that is, as an happineſs upon Ac- 

Count of its freedom from preceding Pains of 
Sickneſs,” w was any hindrance to our lookin 
upon it with the Eyes of a Chriſtian, that is, 

as an happineſs upon the double Account, =. 
A freedom from foregoing Pains, and from 
any after Pains too, and the Entrance into 


n Pleaſures at the ſame Time. So that 
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1 wh Paris minor certam bits perfeire Nui, 
Quod Timeas gravius ſuſtinuiſſe diu. 
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the Chriſtian here has all in view that his Em- 
peror had, beſides a great deal more. And 1 
hope its no Diſadvantage to the Chriſtian, to 
look thro an eaſy ſudden Death to a glorious 
Eternity. Ay but the Chriſtian Doctrine (ſays 
he) males repentance neceſſary to ſal vation 
which a ſudden Death Intercepts — It does 
ſo in the Caſe of an ill Man, in which -Caſe 
no Body ever counted it an happineſs; nor can 
think of it without deep concern, whether it 
happen in wicked Emperors or Slaves; but 
then a good Man can never need that Repen- 
tance in order to Salvation, which it is in the 
Power of ſudden Death to intercept. For that 
Repentance does not ſo much conſiſt in ſingle 
Acts, upon particular Occaſions, as in the ha- 
bitual change of Mind, and Heart, and Frame 
and Life, which is the ſuppoſed Character of a 
righteans; Man that needs no ſuch . 
as a ſudden Death can Intercept. ft 
What Mr. Bayl fays about Predeſtimation i in 
this Caſe, will not, I believe, be any way edi- 
fying to my Reader, I ſhall therefore wave it. 
But now his Article is before me, I will add 
2 of it the following remarks, which do be- 
long to the Subject. 

The Father of A uguſtus, 135 adoption, 
J. Ceſar, was of the ſame Sentiment. He 
ound fault with the manner in which Cyras is 
repreſented by Xenophon to have taken leave of 
the World, as too ſtiff, formal and contemp- 
table. There is in every Thing a natural eaſſ- 
nels much more beautiful than all the Kuddied 
in the World. Nothing appeared a 
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to ſlip out of the World at once. Such a ſort 


32 Regius died ſuddenly ter the Manner he had. always de- 


more commodious way of dy ing to Ce/ar than 


of Death he had, but it was violent. The Day 


before he was killed he was at Supper with 


eee the diſcourſe turned upon this Queſ 
tion,” what was the moſt commodious way of 


. chin he then ere the See and the 


exp erer „ WO 
e | 


2 2 


n 1 


rt. How: fitly does Chriftuſe this: Con 3 
Miderationt of a ſudaen ſurpriſe, as a':9870e to 


our being a/ways rrady? Therefore be ye alſo 


"ready for in ſuch an Hour as you think not, the 


un of Man cometh; \Mat. 24. 44. Where he 


Finely illuſtrates the miſery of a ſurpriſe, and 


inforces the duty of watching and preparing 
for the com coming of our Lord. The coming ot 


the Lord is ſometimes applyed to the Deſtru- 


Sion of Jeruſulem; as in Matthew 24. Some- 
= pou to we n. 3 ar the End 
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Ca) Illud p bang inter - Oranes foe conltiti, Ae ei mortem 


ie ex ſententia Obtigiſſe. Nam & quondam cum apud Xeno- + 


"phoritem legiſſet. Cynum ultima valetudine mandaſſe de funere ſuo, 


tus tam lentum mortis genus, ſubitam fibi celeremq; opta- 
verat. Et pridie quam occideretur in Sermone nato ſuper cænam 


: _ Ws: . abe finis ver Commodiſlim 


. Fuste in Auguſto. 1 
a reekons it amon the Ph tives of the Golden Age that 
Men fweetly died away, then, in the Arms of.Sleep. And one of 


our Criticks blames Ovid for having omitted that Priveledge i in 


_ hisDeltription of the Golden Age. 
a EY 12855 quoted by Mr. "Menage Going of his Fathers 
in that 2 


very manner ec er modo * et quiero Parent 


fired 7 and waved — 2 h a long and tedious Sick- 
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of the World ; | fometimes to any extra- 
ordinary I Station, of a Nation, Family or 
Perſon; whether in a way of judgment or 
Mercy. In a way of Judgement, as Rev. 3. 3. 
: Tull come upon thee as a Theif in the Mig, 
 and-thow ſhalt not know: what Hour 1 will 
come upon thec; or in a way of mercy, as Gen. 
18. at the Time appointed will I come, or return 
unto thee. Now when ſuch Viſitations às theſe 
are called the coming of the Lord, the Phraſe - 
may very well be applied to ſuddem Death. 
And · the motive is ſtrong and proper, Icaſt cm- 
mg ſuddenly he find you ſceeping Mar. 13. 36. 
"Leaſt coming unexpected he find you unprepa- 
red; ſecure, unapprehenſive of any ſuch Thing, 
and unproyided for it. Be ye therefore always 


ready. As Death is a great Journey have all 


SFP FIT we 
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Things ready, for a comfortable Paſſage andta 
- Welcome. Reception. As it is an Operation, 
f have all Things ready, to go through it with 


_ ſupport; Courage and Reſignation. As it is a 
great Change, be ready, that it may be for 
Maur Benefit and Advantage. As it is a Degi- 
n for Eternity be ready, that it may go on 
Fo right ſide, that there may not be the conſu - 
ſion of having any Thing to ſeek; at the Day 


„ of Tryall: Delay not to believe in the L. N. C. 
to repent of Sin; to ſurrender all to his Will, 
k cqhke moſt beloved Luſt not excepted... Comply | 
55 ' withithe whole Method of his Salvation. 


| ſten as for Life and Soul to obtain that ed 
„ ene which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
That godlike Temper of Mind, as well as obe- 
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dient practiſe of Life, which are ſo neceſſary 
in the Nature of the Thing, and in the ap- 
pointment of God to your dying into Happi- 
neis. Remember that none can live in a 
World into which they are not born; no more 
than Animals out of their proper Element. 
And to live in Heaven we muſt be born for it, 
except a Man be born 2 he cannot fee the 
| E e of God. 
No Bulineſs is of I Neceſſity, Weight 
and Conſequence. Will you compare any 
Thing with God, Heaven and an Immortal 
Soul? He would be ſtared at, as a firange 
Man indeed, who ſhould ſay, in ſo many 
Words, that the ſecuring all theſe, is no Part 
of his Buſineſs. * He is ſomething more ſtrang 
h Acts the very Thing he dares not ſay, and 
never makes preparation for Death any Part of 
nis Buſineſs. But the Men who Act at that 
rate are ſo common, that People don't point 
at tllem as they go along. Tis allowed that Bu- 
meſs muſt be minded, but why ſhould not 
this be Part of it? Dont you ſometimes ſtrain 
à point upon Buſineſs, and upon ſome Occa- 
ions make it wait upon Pleaſure, Recreation 
and Company? as much as the Plea of it 
lands in the way of ſome Peoples ſaving their 
Souls, have not thoſe Perſons ſometimes made 
even Buſineſs it ſelf ſtand by, to give way to 


4 Bottle and a Friend? why not to God, and 


yonr on Soul? Don't you owe to them two, 
as much as to any Friend in the World? Do 
55 e for pu Salvation as 2 ctrl now and 
29 8 Fs : | 4 then 


then do for a little Company, or a little Diver- 
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fion, and you may have nothing to fear from 
fuuaen Death, no more than Others. Beſides, 
the Buſineſs ſo much pleaded, when enquired 
into, amounts to nothing but getting Mony; 
enjoying Pleaſures; or viſiting this and that 

Friend; all which may be done better, one 
would think, with the additional Pleaſure of a 
ſafe State and a good Conſcience. Prepara- 
tion for Death is conſiſtent enough with all the 


other Buſineſs in the World. There have been 


known ſome who have Pray d with the Sui 
in the Hand; dug the Ground and wept at the 


ſame Time; labour d and Prayed ;; who have 
carried on the work of 3 at the Loom, | 


and at the Anvil. People are miſtaken, to 
think that all Religion is ſhut up in a Cloſet, 
and that the Buſineſs of Repentance and Con- 
verſion muſt needs paſs thro' ſuch a Number 
of Offices, and a Bead roll of Prayers. The 
Thing! is a change of Heart and Life, true Faith 
in Chriſt,” ſincere Repentance, firm Reſoluti- 
ons, and perſevering Obedience; and what is 
there in all this that need joſtle with Day la- 
bour, Merchandiſe, or any uſineſs of Life? 
Chriſtianity was never deſigned only for Gen. 
tlemen and Schollars. Enter into thy Cloſet, 


ſuppoſes that we have daily Buſineſs between 


— 


God and our own Souls. Retirement yields 
the Improvement and Entertainments of Re- 


ligion; yet as it is ſaid in another Caſe, all is ao- 


cepted, according to what 4 Man hath, and 
dor according to wha. 4 * "Tas 
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the Grace of Chriſtian Prudence that forte 
every Thing to its proper Place and Time: 


The Buſineſs of the World need not ſnhut out 


the Religion of the Temple or the Cloſet, nor 


be at all damaged by it. 

The way to Heaven lyes all along the Road 
of dur lawful Calling, as well as thro' the 
Church. Sermons and: Prayers, are not the 
only Imployments that deſerve the Name of 


Divine Ferdi. Our lawful Calling, in its 


eee in ma conſcientious 
ing God, ay and more 


4607 — Thing we enn do in Church or 


Cloſet, at a Time, when the Duty of our Sta- 
Of -oblives us to be elſewhere, US. In our 
Patnilies ot Shops. For every one will allow 
licable to Mei uf Buſineſs, What 
ſuys concerning Servants, and their 
6. F. Sd. Servants be obedient 
Fo them Shut are your Maſters . in Jingle 
Ne Heuri ar uv CHRIST ot with 
fervite ds Men plenſers,” but as the SER- 
the WILL OF 

Go fromthe Heart; with: good Twill doing 
ervice A r mas LoD AND mot 70 
Men. Its true / ſome Perſons Affairs are of that 


; Torr, and muß nerdslie imſucha manner, that 


earmotibe ſex ir the ſame Order and diſ- 
ion ug other. Here, sone ready to ſay, 


— medic whetwT wilt 10 how God plea- 


my! Matters ſo ordered 


As ſes I. enn never have 


. Ws irc wotllers mah, whgſe Affairs be in a 
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Nor can I put them into any other Ordet 
chan they are.” Its Ignorance of the World 
to think that every particular Rule of Pru- 
dence; can ſhite every particular Perſon and 
Caſe, ſuch Perſons muſt ſet their Houle in 
5 Order as far as they can, and leave the reſt to 
God. Only vat thou doeſt do quickly. Dez 
Nys are always Dangerous, often. fatal. 'Tis 
\ folly to run ſo prodigious a Ventute! when 
God ſays, 10 Day, and you ſayg 781Rorrow, 
it is in Effect to tell God you wort to Day: 
God knows very Well whether it be you WW 
_ not or your Mill not. H your Child or Sei? 
vant ſnoud Anſwer you 0. you would reſent 
ir. Lou can have no true pleafure of life tell 
you are free from the fears of Death; ; which 
lies in Ambuſh every where; and meets s 
from all points of the Compaſs, ſtir Which 
way! we will we run full upon it. I deſire none 
of the Opiates thoſe Men uſe, whoican got 
fleep,: with the Apprehenſton, that if they die 
in ſleep they ſhall awake in Hell. This is M 
enough for me; that if Death in its Conſequen—- 
ces can do me no hurt, then the proſpect of it | 
need give me no Trouble, f $or\whihe need that 
give us any Trouble, that ean do us no harm? 
9 Tor my own Part (ſays the late Mf. Tauinur) 
«(fon mature L Deliberation, Ido not think 
t a defirable Thing for a good Man, Whois 
ready for Death, to be worn away like a 
« Stone by a continual dropping May my 
ante and Sdut be in Order, and then the 
* ſooner 1 8 this vile Bod * 1 this 
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<< 1 World, if in che twinkling of an 
25 Eye, ſo much the better. To which there 
ce is but one Circumſtance more that I would 
e deſire, may be added, vg. that I may dic 
« Preaching the ever/a/ting Goſpel, or Admi- 
ce niſtring the Lords Supper. May my Taper 
tc be blown out in the Sanctuary. And may 
* I preſently paſs, in an Inſtant, from ſerving 
the Church militant here on Earth, to join 
« with the Church Triumphant in Heaven. 
“ But we muſt not be our own chuſers, and to 
« be ſure God will diſpoſe all Things in the 
c beſt manner for thoſe that are his.” 
He had his wiſh in ſome Meaſure, Dying 
in his fleep ; as the Poet who ſprinkled ſome 
Howers upon his Hearſe, ſays of him, 
'To-whome ihe rare Felicity was given 

Ta fall aſleep on Earth and ware in Heaven. 
We may Expreſs our Deſires of what we have 
ſome Reaſons to prefer. Such a Preference is 
very conſiſtent with Reſignation; as here we 
find thoſe very deſires themſelves left to God, 
which is certainly the moſt becoming Frame 
for us to leave the World in; as in the Obſer- 
vations of Eraſinus, Some are wiſhing for one 
Death and ſome for another, ſome Would die 
of one Diſtemper and ſome of another, ſame 
uud lie ſo long, and others ſo long; but the 
greateſt Faith is that which — it intirely fo 
God, how long we ſhall lie ſick, and what kind 
of Death ſpall 6 die g) 
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